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I am honored to have been asked 
to jury and judge this show for the 
Atlanta Artists Center and was 
tasked to decide which submitted 
pieces of artwork would hang for the 
East Meets West exhibition. After all 
the deliberation I believe the result 
shows a broad range of style and 
approach to the making of art. 

My decisions about why these pieces made it into the show and 
others did not had nothing to do with the medium or subject 
matter, representational or non-representational, or any bias on 
my part other than this: Good Design and an artistic handling of 
the medium, along with some sort of visual impact, had to be 
present to be accepted into the show. Expression alone is not 
enough; Artistic Expression is what is required. Every piece in 
the show displays these qualities and I applaud them all. 

Over a dozen pieces were in the final group under consideration 
for an award. Getting to six was a lot harder. 
Because I am primarily a painter, when I judge a show I try 
hard to avoid choosing only paintings. I try to choose work 
that includes varied approaches and media. However I think it 
unfair of me to hinder work that is amazing, solely because it 
is a painting, if it really stands out. And so in this show most of 
the awards are going to paintings, and in fact, representational 
paintings. Not because they are paintings or of a certain style 
or approach, but because the artists have forced my hand. They 
are just that good and I know what it took for those paintings 
to be as wonderful as they are. None of the winning pieces are 
good because of accidents or because they just happened, they 
are good because the artists made a series of good decisions 
with artistic understanding as well as showed superior handling 
of their medium of choice. 



 "Lantern Parade - Invasion of the Robots" for the First Place 
Award - due to the combination of factors the painting displays:  
the elements of design, moving us through the picture, the 
sophisticated handling  of color along with variety of texture, 
forms and edges and visual impact. But most of all - why it won 
- artistic creativity. This obviously came from the mind of the 
artist and not a scene seen and photographed. This balance of 
something of the imagination yet cohesive enough for us to read, 
if not understand, shows a high degree of creativity. And artistic 
excellence.

 "Fallen Palms" for the Second Place Award   --The incredible 
design -- along with a wonderfully controlled sense of plane, 
front to back, and use of color intensity vs. reduced color, 
abstracted shapes and implied forms to create a visually exciting, 
and beautiful artistic experience.

 "Appaloosa Autumn" for the Third Place Award is simply 
phenomenal. The visual power and vitality of a dominant color 
broken by other  strong color along with colorless places of rest 
is a treat. The placement of the horse on the canvas is perfection 
as is the treatment of edges. Bravo!

My choice of "Barefoot Stroll" for Honorable Mention is due 
to the overall design, strong painting skill along with incredible 
color/value control.  

My choice of "Lady Cardinal" for Honorable Mention is because 
at first glance it is simply a well done color pencil drawing of 
a little bird, but looking further, the design, the placement, the 
clarity of the work is dead on. And the superb control of the 
medium is evident. 

My choice of "Cherry Tree Branch I" for Honorable Mention is 
because of the overall impact of a wonderful photograph born of 
simple design, shape and color creating essential beauty. Letting 
everything go but the pure design is truly sophisticated. And 
beautiful.


